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SYLLABUS 

The lectures provide a theoretical framework that integrates sustainability, governance, and management to 
interpret and manage sustainable tourism development over time. The framework allows us to assess the 
sustainability of current development models of place, their evolutionary paths and the decision-making and 
management processes that have shaped these paths. It also allows us to understand how the management 
and governance models of protected areas, and WHSs have evolved. The framework can be extended with 
adaptation to culture-based development/regeneration in urban areas, including shrinking cities and post-
industrial sites.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
PhD students will be able to: 
- Transforming theoretical frameworks into managerial tools to analyse and manage sustainable 

development 
- Understanding culture as a driver of sustainable development and transformation  
- Appling these managerial tools in different contexts/to different drivers of development 
 
Teaching methods 
Teaching methods include selected readings, reflective thinking using a selection of case studies, working in 
groups to apply the relevant theoretical concepts/tools to real-life tourism and cultural sites. 
 
Evaluation 
The evaluation is based on assignments such the writing and the presentation in the classroom of a short 
paper (3,000-3.500 words, references excluded) regarding a literature review of specific topics related to 
tourism or culture-based sustainable development/transformation (shrinking cities, creative places, post-
industrial sites, social and women’s entrepreneurship issues); the novel application of the integrated 
sustainable development frameworks to a case study (Italian/international); the novel transformation of 
these frameworks into tools/measurement to assess and manage sustainable development/transformation.  
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Other readings will be recommended during the lectures/seminars. 
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